ii6	THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
good to be true. It certainly was not fully realized either by
Tukhachevsky, who still thought the position might be retrieved
in the north, or by the Soviet Government. But in the north the
I5th Bolshevik Army was already in retreat; only the 4th Army
was still marching to the Lower Vistula, unconscious of what had
taken place.
PURSUIT OF THE BOLSHEVIKS
When Pilsudski went to Warsaw on August 18 to organize the
pursuit of the beaten enemy, he found his General Staff con-
sidering with trepidation the 4th Bolshevik Army which was
nearing Plock on the Vistula—it attacked the place on that very
day, and carried it next day, forcing the passage of the river. It
had lost touch with Tukhachevsky, but hearing of the disasters
that had overwhelmed the other Bolshevik armies it began re-
treating on August 21, and after heavy fighting on the frontier of
East Prussia passed over into German territory and laid down its
arms. The operations that led to the result interfered with Pil-
sudski's general plan for the pursuit by drawing to that side of
the field the ist Polish Army, which thereupon co-operated with
the 5th Army, thus permitting the 3rd and i5th Bolshevik armies
to recover their liberty of movement and retreat towards the east.
On August 25 the pursuit came to an end; by that date the
remnants of the Soviet armies were on the far side of the Niemen-
Bug line whence the Bolsheviks had set out a month before con-
fident of victory. Though there had been no great envelopment of
the Bolsheviks—nothing approaching a Sedan—the Poles took
65,000 prisoners, 231 guns, more than a thousand machine guns,
10,000 wagons of munitions and technical material, besides large
numbers of armoured cars and motor-lorries. It was estimated
that at least 30,000 men were disarmed in East Prussia. Tukha-
chevsky's total losses during July-August 1920 were put at
150,000 men, with more than half of his guns and war material
gone. The losses of the Poles were much smaller.
COMMENTS ON BATTLE OF WARSAW
No sooner was it won than the Battle of Warsaw, sometimes
called the Battle of the Vistula, became the subject of envenomed

